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Liu et al. (2016) published the paper entitled “Past, current and future of biomass energy research: A 
bibliometric analysis”. The same paper was also published by Liu et al. (2015) in BioTechnology: An Indian 
Journal. It is not appropriate to publish the same paper in two journals. One of the most important reasons is that 
more senior researchers are needed to be reviewers for the same manuscript. 

In Section MATERIALS AND METHOD, authors applied almost parts from published papers (Li and Ho, 
2008; Han and Ho, 2011) without citing appropriate references. 

The idea of Table 1 was early published in Journal of Environmental Protection Science (Ho, 2007), 
Scientometrics (Chiu and Ho, 2007), and Ecological Engineering (Zhang et al., 2010a). Tables 2 and 3 showed 
the idea of country and institute publications using total number of publications, independent publications, 
collaborative publications, first-author publications, and corresponding-author publications, which were firstly 
proposed by Ho and co-workers (Mao et al., 2010; Zhang et al., 2010b). Structure of Table 4 was copied from 
papers published in Ecological Engineering (Zhang et al., 2010a) and Neuroscience and Biobehavioral Reviews 
(Han and Ho, 2011). Ideal of Tables 5, 6, and 7 were copied from papers published in Croatica Chemica Acta 
(Li et al., 2009a), Scientometrics (Zhang et al., 2010b), and Human and Ecological Risk Assessment (Mao et al., 
2010). In fact, the distribution of words in article title, author keywords, and KeyWords Plus with its rank and 
percentage in different Li, Z. and Ho, Y.S. (2008), Use of citation per publication as an indicator to evaluate 
contingent valuation research. Scientometrics, 75 (1), 97-110. 
[1] Liu, J.G., Gao, Z.Y., Qiu, G.M., Liu, F. and Mei, Y. (2015), Research trends of sludge treatment based on 

bibliometric analysis from 1992 to 2009. BioTechnology: An Indian Journal, 11 (12), 447-455. 
Liu, J.G., Zhang, Q.P., Zhang, S.L., Liu, Z. and Gao, Z.Y. (2016), Research trends of sludge periods has 

been firstly proposed in 2009 (Li et al., 2009b). Research trends by the frequency of author keywords, words in 
title, words in abstract, and KeyWords Plus was also presented in 2010 (Zhang et al., 2010b). Furthermore, a new 
method named “word cluster analysis” was successfully applied to find the research hotspots of a field (Mao et 
al., 2010; Fu et al., 2013). 

Citing the original paper not only respects the authors who presented a novel idea in research, but also 
directs readers to the details of the original work (Ho, 2010). Plagiarism is defined as when the authors of a 
scientific publication duplicate previously published ideas, text, or figures in the scientific literature without any 
citation (Noè and Batten, 2006). In my view, Liu et al. should have cited the original papers for all indicators and 
concept of Tables, thereby providing greater accuracy and detailed information about the bibliometric concept 
that they employed. 
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