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S ir: Recently, Zhou et al. published a paper entitled
“Removal of Crystal Violet by a Novel Cellulose-Based

Adsorbent: Comparison with Native Cellulose”.1 The authors
presented the idea of “initial adsorption rate” without citing
appropriate references, and thus, are in the position of
committing possible plagiarism in the article.
In section 3.5, “Effects of Contact Time on Adsorption and

Adsorption Kinetics”, the authors noted that, “when t → 0, the
adsorption rate is denoted as h and is calculated as”

=h k qe2
2

The definition of initial adsorption rate for the adsorption
systems of divalent metal ions using sphagnum moss peat has
been presented by Ho,2 and this expression was also published
in 1996.3 A modified equation was presented in 1998, because a
mistake was included in the previous paper that was published
in 1996.4−6 Citing the original paper not only respects the
authors who presented a novel idea in research, but also directs
readers to the details of the original work.7 Plagiarism is defined
as when the authors of a scientific publication duplicate
previously published ideas, text, or figures in the scientific
literature without any citation.8

In my view, Zhou et al. should have cited the original paper
for the initial adsorption rate, thereby providing greater
accuracy and detailed information about the initial adsorption
rate expression that they employed.
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