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Abstract: Previous studies have shown that peripheral electrical stimulation (PES) can suppress morphine-induced conditioned place preference (CPP) and the reinstatement of extinguished CPP in the rat. The present study was performed to elucidate if preproenkephalin (PPE) and preprodynorphin (PPD) mRNAs in the nucleus accumbens (NAc) play a role in this event. Rats were trained with morphine for 4 days to establish CPP paradigm. They were then given 15-min test once a day for eight consecutive days for extinction trial. Twenty-four hours after the 8th session of extinction trials, rats were given peripheral electrical stimulation (PES) at 2 or 100 Hz once a day for 3 days, then a morphine-priming injection at a dose of 1, 2, or 4 mg/kg to reinstate the extinguished CPP. At the end of the experiment, PPE and PPD mRNA levels in the nucleus acccumbens (NAc) were determined by the semiquantitative RT-PCR technique. The results showed that PES at 2- and 100-Hz administered 30 min a day for 3 days suppressed both the expression of morphine-induced CPP and the reinstatement of extinguished CPP. PES at 2 Hz increased preproenkephalin (PPE) mRNA levels, whereas PES of 100 Hz that of preprodynorphin (PPD) mRNA levels in the NAc. These findings suggest that enkephalin and dynorphin in NAc may play important roles in the mechanisms underlying the inhibitory effect of PES on the expression and reinstatement of morphine-induced CPP in rats. (C) 2004 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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