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Abstract: Intrathecal (i.t.) administration of 66A-078, a dynorphin 1-8 analogue, to pentobarbital anesthetized rats at 0.25-4-mu-g, produced dose-dependent depressor and bradycardiac effect, These effects could be antagonized either by the opioid receptor antagonist naloxone (1-10mg kg-1 body weight, s.c.), or by the specific kappa opioid antagonist nor-BNI (0.625-10-mu-g, i.t.). These results suggested that spinal kappa opioid receptor is capable of mediating an inhibitory effect on cardiovascular activities in the rat.
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